Section 2642

Section 2642-a
Section 2642-b
Section 2642-c

Section 2642-d
Section 2642-e
Section 2642-f
Section 2642-g
Section 2642-h
Section 2642-i

Section 2642-j

Section 2642-k
Section 2642-|

Section 2642-m
Section 2642-n
Section 2642-0
Section 2642-p
Section 2642-q
Section 2642-r

Section 2642-s

New York State Public Authorities Law, Article 8, Title 28-AA

CHAUTAUQUA, CATTARAUGUS, ALLEGANY AND STEUBEN
SOUTHERN TIER EXTENSION RAILROAD AUTHORITY

Short title.

Legislative findings and intent.

Definitions.

Chautauqua, Cattaraugus, Allegany and Steuben southern tier extension
railroad authority.

Purposes of the authority.

General powers of the authority.

Special powers of the authority.

Cooperation and assistance of other agencies.

Exemption from taxation.

Advances on behalf of authority; transfer of property to authority; acquisition
of property for authority.

New York state and local employees’ retirement system rights of employees;
civil service.

Equal employment opportunity.

Monies of the authority.

Contracts.

Annual report and audit.

Defense and indemnification.

Action by or against the authority.

Track, bridge, signal, station and other facility operation and maintenance.
State, participating counties, and municipalities not liable for obligations of
authority.

Effect of inconsistent provisions.

Section 2642. Short title.

This title may be cited as the "Chautauqua, Cattaraugus, Allegany and Steuben southern tier
extension railroad authority act".

Section 2642-a.

Legislative findings and intent.

The legislature hereby finds and determines that:

1. The continued existence and strengthening of the system of railroads serving Chautauqua,
Cattaraugus, Allegany and Steuben counties in New York state and Warren and Erie counties in
the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania is essential to the long term viability of the economies,
municipalities, and ways of life in these counties.

2. The viability and existence of the system of railroads serving Chautauqua, Cattaraugus,
Allegany and Steuben counties in New York state and Warren and Erie counties in the




Commonwealth of Pennsylvania is threatened by the dynamic economics of the railroad
industry.

3. By creating the Chautauqua, Cattaraugus, Allegany and Steuben southern tier extension
railroad authority, it is the intent of the legislature to preserve and enhance the system of
railroads serving Chautauqua, Cattaraugus, Allegany and Steuben counties in New York state
and Warren and Erie counties in the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania, so as to insure a healthy
economy for these counties.

Section 2642-b. Definitions.
As used or referred to in this title, unless a different meaning appears from the context:

1. "Authority" shall mean the corporation created by section twenty-six hundred forty-two-c of
this title.

2. "Authority facilities" shall mean the authority’s railroad facilities and operations pursuant to
joint service arrangements as defined in subdivision eight of this section.

3. "Commonwealth" shall mean the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania.

4. "Commonwealth agency" or "agency of the Commonwealth" shall mean any officer,
department, board, commissioner, bureau, division, public benefit corporation, agency or
instrumentality of the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania.

5. "Comptroller" shall mean the comptroller of the state of New York.

6. "Equipment" shall mean rolling stock, vehicles, motors, boilers, engines, wires, ways,
conduits and mechanisms, machinery, tools, implements, materials, supplies, instruments and
devices of every nature whatsoever used or useful for railroad and related transportation
purposes or for the generation or transmission of motive power including but not limited to all
power houses, and all apparatus and all devices for signaling, communications and ventilation
as may be necessary, convenient or desirable for the operation of a railroad or related
transportation facility.

7. "Federal government" shall mean the United States of America, and any officer, department,
board, commission, bureau, division, corporation, agency or instrumentality thereof.

8. "Joint service arrangements" shall mean agreements between or among the authority and
any common carrier or freight forwarder, the state, the Commonwealth, any state agency or
agency of the Commonwealth, the federal government, any other state or Commonwealth or
agency or instrumentality thereof, any public authority of this or any other state, any
participating county, or any political subdivision or municipality of this or any other state,
relating to property, buildings, structures, facilities, services, rates, fares, classifications,
divisions, allowances or charges, or rules or regulations pertaining thereto, for or in connection
with or incidental to transportation in part in or upon railroad facilities located within the
counties of Chautauqua, Cattaraugus, Allegany and Steuben and in part in or upon railroad
facilities located outside said counties.




9. "Legislative body" or "legislative bodies" shall mean any or all of the governing boards of the
counties of Chautauqua, Cattaraugus, Allegany and Steuben.

10. "Municipality" shall mean any county, including the counties of Chautauqua, Cattaraugus,
Allegany and Steuben, city, town, village, school district, improvement district, any other such
instrumentality, including an agency or public benefit corporation of the state, or any of the
foregoing, or any combination thereof.

11. "Participating counties" shall mean those of the counties of Chautauqua, Cattaraugus,
Allegany and Steuben that shall have appointed members of the authority.

12. "Railroad facilities" shall mean right-of-way and related trackage, rails, cars, locomotives,
other rolling stock, signal, power, fuel, communication and ventilation systems, power plants,
stations, terminals, parking lots, garages, warehouses, storage yards, intermodal facilities,
repair and maintenance shops, yards, equipment and parts, offices and other real estate or
personalty used or held for or incidental to the operation, rehabilitation or improvement of any
railroad operating or to operate between points within the counties of Chautauqua,
Cattaraugus, Allegany and Steuben or pursuant to joint service arrangements, including but not
limited to buildings, structures, and areas notwithstanding that portions thereof may not be
devoted to any railroad purpose other than the production of revenues available for the costs
and expenses of all or any facilities of the authority.

13. "Real property" shall mean lands, structures, franchises and interests in land, waters, lands
under water, riparian rights and air rights and any and all things and rights included within said
term and includes not only fees simple absolute but also any and all lesser interests including
but not limited to easements, rights-of-way, uses, leases, licenses and all other incorporeal
hereditaments and every estate, interest or right, legal or equitable, including terms for years
and liens thereon by way of judgments, mortgages or otherwise.

14. "State" shall mean the state of New York.

15. "State agency" shall mean any officer, department, board, commissioner, bureau, division,
public benefit corporation, agency or instrumentality of the state of New York.

16. "Southern tier extension railroad line" shall mean the railroad line generally described as
located between the city of Hornell, New York (Cass street interlocking, at approximately
milepost 331.8) and the New York-Pennsylvania state line in the county of Chautauqua.

Section 2642-c. Chautauqua, Cattaraugus, Allegany and Steuben southern tier extension
railroad authority.

1. There is hereby created the "Chautauqua, Cattaraugus, Allegany and Steuben southern tier
extension railroad authority" which shall be a body corporate and politic constituting a public
benefit corporation.

2. The authority shall continue for thirty years from the effective date of this title, or so long as
it shall have bonds or other obligations outstanding or until its existence shall otherwise be
terminated by law. Upon the termination of the existence of the authority, all its rights and




properties shall pass to and be vested in the participating counties pursuant to any agreements
among the participating counties and the authority.

3. The authority shall adopt by-laws governing its operation and keep a record of its resolutions,
transactions, findings and determinations, which record shall be a public record.

4. The authority shall consist of the following fourteen members:

(a) The county legislative bodies of Chautauqua, Cattaraugus, Allegany and Steuben
counties each shall appoint three voting members of the authority who shall be residents of
such county, upon the recommendation of the chief executive (county executive or chair of
the county legislative body) of each such county; and

(b) The southern tier west regional planning and development board, upon the
recommendation of the chairperson of such board, shall appoint one member of the
authority, who shall be a resident of one of the counties of Chautauqua, Cattaraugus,
Allegany or Steuben.

(c) The Seneca Nation of Indians may appoint a member of such Nation to serve in an
advisory non-voting capacity.

5. The term of office of members of the authority shall be three years. Four of the initial
members of the authority shall serve a one year term, four shall serve a two year term and six,
including the members appointed by the southern tier west regional planning and development
board, and the Seneca Nation of Indians shall serve a three year term, provided that at the
inception of the authority, each county shall appoint one member to hold office for three years,
one for two years and one for one year.

6. All members shall continue to hold office until their successors are appointed and qualified.
The resignation of any member shall be filed with the appointing authority and shall be
effective when so filed. Vacancies occurring otherwise than by expiration of term of office shall
be filled for the unexpired term in the same manner as provided for the original appointment.

7. The chairperson, vice-chairperson, secretary, and other necessary officers shall be named by
a majority vote of all the voting members to serve for such period as the members shall decide.
The chairperson shall preside over the meetings of the authority and shall appoint members of
the authority to committees established by the authority to assist the authority in carrying out
its duties.

8. Any member of the authority may be removed by resolution of the entity which appointed
such member either for cause or for non-compliance with minimum requirements relating to
meeting attendance and other criteria as may be established by resolution of such entity.

9. No person shall be precluded from serving as a member of the authority as appointed by a
county legislative body, the southern tier west regional planning and development board or the
Seneca Nation of Indians pursuant to this section because such member is an elected or
appointed official of a municipality, except that no member of the authority shall vote on any
matter before the authority which has been the subject of a proposal, application or vote
before the municipality where he or she serves in such elected or appointed capacity.




10. The members of the authority shall receive no salary or compensation for their services,
but may be reimbursed for authorized, actual and necessary travel and expenditures.

11. A majority of the whole number of voting members of the authority then in office shall
constitute a quorum for the transaction of any business or the exercise of any power of the
authority. Notwithstanding any provision of statute or law to the contrary and except as
otherwise specified in this title, for the transaction of any business or the exercise of any power
of the authority, the authority shall have power to act by a majority of the whole number of
voting members of the authority.

12. The authority shall be deemed a state agency for purposes of section seventy-four of the
public officers law, provided, however, that no non-voting member of the authority shall be
deemed an officer or employee of a state agency.

Section 2642-d. Purposes of the authority.

1. The purposes of the authority shall be the continuance, further development and
improvement of railroad transportation and other services related thereto within the counties
of Chautauqua, Cattaraugus, Allegany and Steuben, in accordance with the provisions of this
title. It shall be the further purpose of the authority to develop and implement a unified
railroad transportation policy and strategy for such counties.

2. It is hereby found and declared that such purposes are in all respects for the benefit of the
people of the state and the authority shall be regarded as performing an essential
governmental function in carrying out its purposes and in exercising the powers granted by this
title.

Section 2642-e. General powers of the authority.

Except as otherwise limited by this title, the authority shall have power:
1. To sue and be sued;

2. To have a seal and alter the same at pleasure;

3. To borrow money;

4. To invest any funds held in reserve or sinking funds, or any monies not required for
immediate use or disbursement, at the discretion of the authority, in obligations in which the
state comptroller may invest pursuant to section ninety-eight or ninety-eight-a of the state
finance law;

5. To make and alter by-laws for its organization and internal management, and rules and
regulations governing the exercise of its powers and the fulfillment of its purposes under this
title;

6. To enter into contracts and leases and to execute all instruments necessary or convenient;

7. To acquire, hold and dispose of real or personal property in the exercise of its powers for its
corporate purposes;




8. The authority may, whenever it shall determine that it is not in conflict with the interests or
purposes of the authority, rent, lease or grant easements or other rights in, any land or
property of the authority, including the granting of municipal utility easements;

9. To appoint such officers and employees as it may require for the performance of its duties,
and to fix and determine their qualifications, duties, and compensation and to retain or employ
counsel, auditors, engineers and private consultants on a contract basis or otherwise for
rendering professional or technical services and advice; such counsel, auditors, engineers, and
private consultants, officers and employees may not be a member of the authority;

10. To make plans, surveys, and studies necessary, convenient or desirable to the effectuation
of the purposes and powers of the authority and to prepare recommendations in regard
thereto;

11. To contract for and accept any gifts or grants, subsidies or loans of funds or property or
financial or other aid in any form from the federal or state government or Commonwealth
government or any agency or instrumentality thereof, or from any other source, public or
private, and to comply, subject to the provisions of this title, with the terms and conditions
thereof;

12. To designate the depositories of its money;
13. To establish its fiscal year; and

14. To do all things necessary or convenient or desirable to carry out its purposes and exercise
the powers expressly given in this title.

Section 2642-f. Special powers of the authority.
In order to effectuate the purposes of this title:

1. The authority may acquire, by purchase, gift, grant, transfer, contract or lease, any railroad
facility, wholly or partially within the counties of Chautauqua, Cattaraugus, Allegany and
Steuben or any part thereof, or the use thereof, and may enter into any joint service
arrangements as provided in this section. Any such acquisition or joint service arrangement
shall be authorized only by resolution of the authority approved by not less than a majority of
the whole number of voting members of the authority. In addition to and not in limitation of
any other power conferred upon the authority by the provisions of this title, the authority is
hereby empowered and authorized in respect of any property and assets at any time owned or
held by, or under the jurisdiction of, the state, the Commonwealth, any political subdivision
thereof, or any private or other public concern, to accept and receive any such interest therein
as it may have been or may hereafter be designated by the state, the Commonwealth, any
political subdivision thereof, or any other public or private concern, by law or other lawful
means to receive, and in respect thereof, except as otherwise provided by the designating
statute or contractual instrument, it shall have and exercise all of the powers and jurisdiction
herein conferred upon it in respect of any other property, rights, assets, facilities and projects in
any other manner acquired or from any other source received by it pursuant to the provisions
of this title.




2. The authority may on such terms and conditions as the authority may determine necessary,
convenient or desirable itself establish, construct, effectuate, operate, maintain, renovate,
improve, extend or repair any such railroad facility, or may provide for such establishment,
construction, effectuation, operation, maintenance, renovation, improvement, extension or
repair by contract, lease, or other arrangement on such terms as the authority may deem
necessary, convenient or desirable with any person, including, but not limited to, any common
carrier or freight forwarder or other private for-profit firm, the state, the Commonwealth, any
agency or the state or Commonwealth, the federal government, any other state or agency or
instrumentality thereof, any non-profit corporation, any public authority of this or any other
state or any political subdivision or municipality of the state. In connection with the operation
of any such railroad facility, the authority may establish, construct, effectuate, operate,
maintain, renovate, improve, extend or repair or may provide by contract, lease or other
arrangement for the establishment, construction, effectuation, operation, maintenance,
renovation, improvement, extension or repair of any related services and activities it deems
necessary, convenient or desirable, including, but not limited to, the transportation and storage
of freight and the United States mail, feeder and connecting transportation, parking areas,
transportation centers, stations and related facilities.

3. The authority may establish, levy and collect or cause to be established, levied and collected
and, in the case of a joint service arrangement, join with others in the establishment, levy and
collection of such fares, tolls, rentals, rates, charges and other fees as it may deem necessary,
convenient or desirable for the use and operation of any railroad facility and related services
operated by the authority or under contract, lease or other arrangement, including joint service
arrangements, with the authority.

4. The authority may establish and, in the case of joint service arrangements, join with others
in the establishment of such schedules and standards of operations and such other rules and
regulations including but not limited to rules and regulations governing the conduct and safety
of the public as it may deem necessary, convenient or desirable for the use and operation of
any railroad facility and related services operated by the authority or under contract, lease or
other arrangement, including joint service arrangements, with the authority.

5. The authority may acquire, hold, own, lease, establish, construct, effectuate, operate,
maintain, renovate, improve, extend or repair any of its facilities.

6. The authority, in its own name, may apply for and receive and accept grants of property,
money and services and other assistance offered or made available to it by any person,
government or agency which it may use to meet capital or operating expenses and for any
other use within the scope of its powers, and to negotiate for the same upon such terms and
conditions as the authority may determine to be necessary, convenient or desirable.

7. The authority may do all things it deems necessary, convenient or desirable to manage,
control and direct the maintenance and operation of railroad facilities, equipment or real
property operated by or under contract, lease or other arrangement with the authority. Except
as hereinafter specially provided, no municipality or political subdivision, including but not
limited to a county, city, village, town or school or other district shall have jurisdiction over any
facilities of the authority or any of its activities or operations. The local laws, resolutions,
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ordinances, rules and regulations of a municipality or political subdivision in the state
conflicting with this title or any rule or regulation of the authority, shall not be applicable to the
activities or operations of the authority, or the facilities of the authority, except such facilities
that are devoted to purposes other than transportation purposes. The authority may agree with
the New York state department of transportation for the execution by such department of any
grade crossing elimination project or any grade crossing separation reconstruction project
along any railroad facility operated by the authority or under contract, lease or other
arrangement with the authority. Any such project shall be executed as provided in article ten
of the transportation law and the railroad law, respectively, and the costs of any such project
shall be borne as provided in such laws.

Section 2642-g. Cooperation and assistance of other agencies.

1. To avoid duplication of effort and in the interests of economy, the authority may make use of
existing studies, surveys, plans, data and other materials in the possession of any state agency
or any municipality or political subdivision of the state. Each such agency, municipality or
subdivision located in or serving some portion of the state is hereby authorized to make the
same available to the authority and otherwise to assist it in the performance of its functions. At
the request of the authority, each such agency, municipality or subdivision located in or serving
some portion of the state which is engaged in railroad or other transportation activities or in
land use or development planning, or which is charged with the duty of providing or regulating
any transportation facility or any other public facility, is further authorized to provide the
authority with information regarding its plans and programs affecting railroad transportation
within the participating counties so that the authority may have available to it current
information with respect thereto. The officers and personnel of such agencies, municipalities or
subdivisions, and of any other government or agency whatever, may serve at the request of the
authority upon such advisory committees as the authority shall determine to create and such
officers and personnel may serve upon such committees without forfeiture of office or
employment and with no loss or diminution in the compensation, status, rights and privileges
which they otherwise enjoy.

2. Notwithstanding any contrary provision of law, every municipality located in the counties of
Chautauqua, Cattaraugus, Allegany or Steuben is authorized and empowered to consent to the
use by the authority of any real or personal property owned by any such municipality and
necessary, convenient or desirable in the opinion of the authority for any of the facilities or
projects authorized under this title, including such real property as has already been devoted to
a public use, and as an incident to such consent, to lease or otherwise transfer and convey to
the authority any such real or personal property upon such terms as may be determined by the
authority and any such municipality. Every such municipality also is authorized and
empowered, as an incident to such consent, to vest in the authority the control, possession,
operation, maintenance, rents, charges and any and all other revenues of any facilities now
owned by any such municipality, the title to such facilities remaining in such municipality.




Section 2642-h. Exemption from taxation.

1. It is hereby determined that the creation of the authority and the carrying out of its purposes
under this title are in all respects for the benefit of the people of the state of New York and is a
public purpose. Accordingly, the authority shall be regarded as performing an essential
governmental function in the exercise of the powers conferred upon it by this title, and the
authority shall not be required to pay any fees, taxes, special ad valorem levies or assessments
of any kind, whether state or local, including but not limited to fees, taxes, special ad valorem
levies or assessments on real property, franchise taxes, sales taxes or other taxes, upon or with
respect to any property owned by it or under its jurisdiction, control or supervision, or upon the
uses thereof, or upon or with respect to its activities or operations in furtherance of the powers
conferred upon it by this title, or upon or with respect to any fares, tolls, rentals, rates, charges,
fees, revenues or other income received by the authority.

2. Notwithstanding subdivision one of this section, the authority or any lessees of the authority
shall be required to pay water and sewer fees, water and sewer assessments or water and
sewer special ad valorem levies.

3. The authority may pay, or may enter into agreements with any municipality, including school
districts, to pay, a sum or sums annually or otherwise or to provide other considerations with
respect to real property owned by the authority located within such municipality.

Section 2642-i. Advances on behalf of authority; transfer of property to authority; acquisition
of property for authority.

1. In addition to any powers granted to it by law, any participating county may by resolution
advance sums of money to or on behalf of the authority to defray costs or expenses of the
authority to be incurred prior to the first issuance of bonds. Subject to the rights of any
bondholders, the moneys so appropriated may be repaid by the authority to the participating
county at such time and in such manner as may be agreed upon between the authority and the
participating county.

2. Any participating county or any municipality along the southern tier extension railroad line
may by resolution give, grant, sell, convey, lend, or license the use of or lease to the authority
any property or facility which is useful to the authority in order to carry out its powers under
this title. Any such transfer of property shall be upon such terms and conditions, subject to the
rights of any bondholders, as the authority and the participating county or the municipality may
agree.

3. Notwithstanding the provisions of any other law, general, special, or local, real property
acquired by the authority or any participating county from the state may be used for any
corporate purpose of the authority.

Section 2642-j. New York state and local employees’ retirement system rights of employees;
civil service.

1. In accordance with the provisions of section seventy of the civil service law, any officer or
employee of a municipality transferred to the authority shall be eligible for such transfer and
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appointment, without further examination, to applicable offices, positions and employment
under the authority. Any such officers or employees so transferred to the authority pursuant to
this section, who are members of or benefit under any existing pension or retirement fund or
system, shall continue to have all rights, privileges, obligations and status with respect to such
fund or system as are now prescribed by law.

2. Nothing contained in this title shall be construed (a) to diminish the rights of employees
pursuant to a collective bargaining agreement or (b) to affect existing law with respect to an
application to the public employment relations board seeking a designation by the board that
certain persons are managerial or confidential.

Section 2642-k. Equal employment opportunity.

The authority shall ensure that all employees or applicants for employment are afforded equal
opportunity employment without discrimination on any basis prohibited under subdivision two
of section forty-c of the civil rights law.

Section 2642-l. Monies of the authority.

All monies of the authority from whatever source derived shall be paid to the treasurer of the
authority and shall be deposited forthwith in an interest-bearing account in a bank or banks
designated by the authority. The monies in such accounts shall be paid out or withdrawn on the
order of such person or persons as the authority may authorize to make such requisitions. All
deposits of such monies shall be secured by obligations of the United States or of the state or of
any municipality of a market value equal at all times to the amount on deposit and all banks
and trust companies are authorized to give such security for such deposits. To the extent
practicable, consistent with the cash requirements of the authority, all such monies shall be
deposited in interest-bearing accounts. Any monies of the authority not required for
immediate use or disbursement may, be invested in accordance with section ninety-eight or
ninety-eight-a of the state finance law.

Section 2642-m. Contracts.

1. All contracts for the construction, reconstruction, rehabilitation or improvement of buildings
let by the authority shall comply with the provisions of section two hundred twenty of the labor
law and shall also be subject to the provisions of law applicable to contracts let by a municipal
corporation, except as otherwise provided herein.

2. All contracts for the construction, reconstruction, rehabilitation or improvement of buildings
let by the authority shall be in conformity with the applicable provisions of section one hundred
thirty-five of the state finance law.

3. The authority may, in its discretion, assign contracts for supervision and coordination to the
successful bidder for any subdivision of work for which the authority receives bids. Any
construction contract awarded by the authority shall contain such other terms and conditions
as the authority may deem desirable. The authority shall award any construction contract
involving an expenditure of more than five thousand dollars to the lowest bidder who, in its

10



opinion, is qualified to perform the work required and who is responsible and reliable. The
authority may, however, reject any or all bids or waive any informality in a bid if it believes that
the public interest will be promoted thereby. The authority may reject any bid, if, in its
judgment, the business and technical organization, plant, resources, financial standing, or
experience of the bidder justifies such rejection in view of the work to be performed.

4. For the purposes of article fifteen-A of the executive law only, the authority shall be deemed
a state agency as that term is used in such article, and all contracts for procurement, design,
construction, services and materials shall be deemed state contracts within the meaning of that
term as set forth in such article.

Section 2642-n. Annual report and audit.

In conformity with the provisions of section five of article ten of the constitution, the accounts
of the authority shall be subject to the supervision of the state comptroller and an annual audit
shall be performed by an independent certified public accountant. The authority shall annually
submit to the county legislatures, county executives, governor and the state comptroller and to
the chairperson of the senate finance committee and the chairperson of the assembly ways and
means committee a detailed report pursuant to the provisions of section twenty-eight hundred
of this chapter, and a copy of such report shall be filed with the clerk of the county legislature
and the county executives; provided further that a copy of such report shall be submitted to the
southern tier west regional planning and development board.

Section 2642-0. Defense and indemnification.

1. The authority shall not execute any of its powers except as necessary to commence its
corporate existence, until it has elected to make the provision of section eighteen of the public
officers law applicable to its employees (as such term is defined in section eighteen of the
public officers law) pursuant to subdivision two of such section; provided, however, that
nothing contained within this section shall be deemed to permit the authority to extend the
provisions of section eighteen of the public officers law upon any independent contractor.

2. Neither the members of the authority, nor any participating county, municipality, officer or
employee acting on the authority's behalf, while acting within the scope of his, her or its
authority, shall be subject to any personal liability resulting from the construction, maintenance
or operation of any of the properties of the authority or from carrying out any of the powers
expressly given in this title; provided, however, that this shall not be held to apply to any
independent contractor.

Section 2642-p. Action by or against the authority.

1. Except in an action for wrongful death, no action or special proceeding shall be prosecuted or
maintained against the authority, its members, officers or employees for personal injury or
damage to real or personal property alleged to have been sustained by reason of the
negligence, tort or wrongful act of the authority or of any member, officer, agent or employee
thereof, unless (a) notice of claim shall have been made and served upon the authority within
the time limit set by and in compliance with section fifty-e of the general municipal law, (b) it
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shall appear by and as an allegation in the complaint or moving papers that at least thirty
days have elapsed since the service of such notice and that adjustment or payment thereof
has been neglected or refused, and (c) the action or special proceeding shall be commenced
within one year and ninety days after the happening of the event upon which the claim is
based. An action against the authority for wrongful death shall be commenced in accordance
with the notice of claim and time limitation provisions of title eleven of article nine of this
chapter.

2. Whenever a notice of claim is served upon the authority, it shall have the right to demand an
examination of the claimant relative to the occurrence and extent of the injuries or damages for
which claim is made, in accordance with the provisions of section fifty-h of the general
municipal law.

3. The authority shall have power to settle or adjust all claims in favor of or against the
authority.

4. Any action or proceeding to which the authority or the people of the state may be parties, in
which any question arises as to the validity of this title, shall be preferred over all other civil
causes of action or cases, except election causes of action or cases, in all courts of the state and
shall be heard and determined in preference to all other civil business pending therein except
election causes, irrespective of position on the calendar. The same preference shall be granted
upon application of the authority or its counsel in any action or proceeding questioning the
validity of this title in which the authority may be allowed to intervene. The venue of any such
action or proceeding shall be laid in the supreme court of any of the participating counties.

5. The rate of interest to be paid by the authority upon any judgment for which it is liable, shall
be the rate prescribed by section five thousand four of the civil practice law and rules.

6. All actions or proceedings against the authority of whatever nature shall be brought in a
supreme court in any of the participating counties.

Section 2642-q. Track, bridge, signal, station and other facility operation and maintenance.

The operation, maintenance and use of track, bridges, signals, freight stations, passenger
stations and other facilities shall be public purposes of the authority and the participating
counties. The total cost to the authority of operation, maintenance and use of each track,
bridge, signal, freight station, passenger station and other facility within the counties of the
district located in the state and serviced by one or more railroad facilities of the authority or
corporations, including the buildings, appurtenances, platforms, lands and approaches
incidental or adjacent thereto, shall be borne by the authority.

Section 2642-r. State, participating counties, and municipalities not liable for obligations of
authority.

1. Neither the state, the participating counties, nor any municipality or public corporation shall
be liable on any bond, note or other obligation of the authority, and such bonds, notes or other
obligations shall not be debts of the state, the participating counties, nor any municipality or
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public corporation, and such bonds, notes or other obligations shall contain a statement to such
effect.

2. Nothing in this title shall be construed to obligate the state in any way in connection with
the operations and obligations of the authority.

Section 2642-s. Effect of inconsistent provisions.

Insofar as the provisions of this title are inconsistent with the provisions of any other act,
general or special, or of a county charter, any local law, ordinance or resolution of a
municipality, the provisions of this title shall be controlling. Nothing contained in this section
shall be held to supplement or otherwise expand the powers or duties of the authority
otherwise set forth in this title.
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